CONCERNING the service itself 


1. Normally it is expected that the Rector will 
solemnize all marriages within his parish. If 
the services of another clergyman are desired, 
the Rector must be consulted and his consent 
secured. 


. The Canon Law of the Church requires that the 
music of the marriage service be of a sacred 
nature. Except under unusual circumstances, it 
is expected that the parish organist be employed. 
The Church has a strict rule about vocal music 
at a wedding. Only words from the Bible, the 
Prayer Book or the Hymnal may be sung, and 
only before or after the ceremony. The organist 
will usually be able to furnish a list of suitable 
organ music. If not, consult the Rector. 


. The Rector, or the head of the Altar Guild, 
should be consulted before any arrangements 
are made for decorations, and the florists must 
see them before starting their work. 


. All wedding decorations, awnings, etc. should 
be removed before the next public service in 
the Church. 


. No photographs may be taken in connection 
with the marriage service without the permis- 
sion of the Rector. 


6. Rehearsals are preparations for a religious serv- 
ice and should be conducted with proper rever- 
ence. The officiating minister is responsible for 
their direction. It is a courtesy to the clergyman, 
the sexton and the organist for the entire wed- 
ding party to come to the rehearsal on time. 

7. It is customary for women to cover their heads 
when inside an Episcopal Church. 

8. There is no charge for any of the services or 
sacraments administered in the Episcopal 
Church. It is customary for the officiating min- 
ister to be offered an honorarium. Certain 
parishes have special rules concerning the use 
of church buildings. The Rector should be con- 
sulted about the practice of the local parish in 
this respect, and also regarding the fees of the 
organist and sexton. 


note 


Because the function of the Church is to solem- 
nize the marriage, it is both appropriate and helpful 
for those who are to be married to receive the Holy 
Communion either at the wedding or on the morn- 
ing of the wedding day. To“ solemnize” is to give 
serious spiritual depth and meaning to the newly 
formed family unit. The dedication of the new 
family at the altar and the receiving of grace and 
nourishment of the Sacrament at the altar will 
strengthen this experience immeasurably. 


Additional copies may be obtained from the 
DeparTMENT OF Soctat Service, 1 Joy St., Boston 8, Mass. 
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concerning holy matrimony 
* 

“The Solemnization of Holy Matrimony” is one 
of the most sacred acts of the Church. Its sacra- 
mental nature demands that it be celebrated with a 
proper regard for its religious significance. The 
Marriage Service in the Book of Common Prayer 
(page 300) is essentially a solemn contract between 
bride and bridegroom, which is ratified and con- 
firmed in God’s name by the officiating clergyman. 
Those who are married in a civil office are content 
to have their marriage recorded by the State, with- 
out seeking the blessing of the Church. Such mar- 
riages are truly valid, and as binding in all respects 
as any other. However, the very fact that a couple 
ask a clergyman to officiate at their wedding indi- 
cates that they regard marriage as in some sense a 
sacred matter. 


The following rules must be complied with be- 
fore a marriage may be performed in the Episcopal 
Church: 


1. Both parties shall assure the minister of their 
right to contract a martiage according to the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
The marriage license should be presented to the 
minister no later than the day preceding the 
wedding. 


2. Both parties shall assure the minister of their 
right to contract a marriage according to the 
laws of this Church. No divorced person, whose 
spouse is living, can be married within the 
Episcopal Church unless, after consultation with 
the Rector and complying with canonical provi- 
sions, he or she has secured a special permission 
from the Bishop. 


3. At least one of the parties shall assure the min- 
ister that he or she has received Holy Baptism. 
Since Christian marriage is of a Sacramental 
nature, it is highly desirable that both parties be 
baptized Christians. 


4. Although at least three days’ notice must nor- 
mally be given before the marriage may be 
performed, it is advisable for the couple to 
consult with the minister as far in advance as 
possible. 


5. The minister is required to give instruction in 
the nature of Holy Matrimony to both parties, 
before the ceremony may be performed. 


6. During this instruction, each party is required 
to sign the following statement signifying their 
understanding of this Church’s doctrine regard- 
ing marriage and their intention to be faithful 
to it: 


oeclaration of mtention 
We, 


desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony 
in the Church, do solemnly declare that we hold 
marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife 
as it is set forth in the Form of Solemnization of 
Matrimony in the Book of Common Prayer. 

We believe it is for the purpose of mutual fel- 
lowship, encouragement and understanding, for 
the procreation (if it may be) of children, and 
their physical and spiritual nurture, for the safe- 
guarding and benefit of society. 

And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, 
to make our utmost effort to establish this rela- 
tionship and to seek God’s help thereto. 


Signature of Groom 


“Signature of Bride (Maiden Nome) 


